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THE CRETACEOUS PARK, 
A N  O P E N  D O O R  ON THE 
W O R L D  O F  THE D I N O S A U R S  
DELLA BASIN MUSEUM 
FOR THE GEOLOGIST, ONE OF THE CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 
OF THE PAISOS CATALANS I  PRECISELY THEIR DIVERSITY. 
EVERY GEOLOGICAL AGE IS REPRESENTED IN OUR GEOGRAPHY. 
FROM ROCKS FORMED WHEN THE EARTH WAS YOUNG TO 
SEDIMENTS CONTAINING HOMINID REMAINS THAT ARE 350,000 
YEARS OLD. 
CRETACEOUS PARK. DINOSAUR FOOTPRINTS 
J O S E P  C A P D E V I L A  G E O L O G I S T  A T  T H E  C R E T A C E O U S  P A R K  
L n Catalonia there is  one area in ,articular where the geology is dis- ?layed on the terrain with singular 
majesty. The region of Pallars Jussa has for 
a long time been one of the geological sce- 
narios most visited by students and profes- 
sionals from al1 over the world. 
The palae~ntolo~ical remains to be found 
in this region are the obiect of attention 
and study by many palae~ntolo~ists. All 
sorts of invertebrate shells, remains of 
apes and small horses and, especially, 
remains of dinosaurs are the chief evi- 
dence of the fauna of bygone ages. 
But there is  absolutely no doubt that the 
rernains that rnost interest and fascinate 
people are the dinosaur rernains to be 
found in the Isona-Tremp basin, otherwise 
known as the Della Basin. These remains 
speak to us of a terrain totally different 
from todayls. 
We are 67 million years back in the past, 
in the Maastrichtian period. The Pyrenees 
are just beginning to rise up, the ranges 
of Sant Corneli and of the Montsec are 
just ernerging and, between the two, 
dinosaurs roam the Della Basin. 
This basin was a coastal plain open to the 
Atlantic Ocean and protected frorn the 
sea by sandy coastal ranges. Between the 
hinterland and the coastal zone there 
stretched a placid salt-water lake. The 
weather then was very different from 
what it i s  now. The clirnate was tropical 
and humid, with lush vegetation. 
This was the scenario the dinosaurs of the 
basin inhabited for some two million 
years. The rernains of this remote past 
speak of a surprising diversity (rernains 
of up to six different dinosaurs have been 
found) and of the presence of a dinosaur 
entirely unknown to science until now, the 
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Pararhabdodon isonensis, an ornithopo- 
dous dinosaur which lived only in the 
Delid Basin. 
The entire landscape of the basin in the 
late Cretaceous has been fossilized in the 
forrn of different sedirnentary rocks. It i s  
in these rocks, deforrned and upended by 
the ernergence of the Pyrenees, that we 
find today the remains of the dinosaurs 
that once lived in the region. 
As well as fossilized bones, there have 
been irnportant finds of dinosaur eggs at 
Basturs and Llordd, frorn which important 
conclusions have been reached on the 
way of life of certain dinosaurs. There are 
also as yet little-studied sites of footsteps 
in the basin, which will in al1 certainty 
provide valuable information on the di- 
nosaurs that inhabited this region. 
Getting to know the world of the late-Cre- 
taceous dinosaurs i s  no longer a iob only 
for specialists, but has becorne a pleasant 
and enioyable occupation for al1 sorts of 
publics. Since last April, more than 6,000 
people have visited the Cretaceous Park 
and the Delld Basin Museum, an infor- 
rnation centre on the world the dinosaurs 
of the Pallars Jussd inhabited 65 million 
years ago. 
These sites, along with the Delid Basin 
Museum, go to make up the fundamental 
structure of the Cretaceous Park. How 
bones are found; where they are and 
where they aren't; recomposing geological 
history, and, in short, enjoying nature 
while discovering aspects unknown until 
now -these and other equally interesting 
activities can be carried out at the Creta- 
ceous Park. 
But although the Park's offer i s  basically 
a leisure offer, the circumstances sur- 
rounding the conception and birth of this 
project go much deeper, and are rnarked 
by the profound economic and derno- 
graphic crisis affecting the Catalan 
countryside. 
In this respect, the Pallars Jussd in gen- 
eral is  a region in which rnany of the pro- 
blerns of the countryside can be found. By 
way of exarnple, we need only remember 
the alarrning tendency towards depopu- 
lation the Delid Basin suffers. Neverthe- 
less, its tourist potential could favour de- 
veloprnent in a relatively short space of 
time. The Cretaceous Park i s  an initiative 
intended to promote the development of 
the Delid Basin by taking advantage of its 
natural and cultural resources and espe- 
cially the territory's more specific and sig- 
nificant patrimonial values: the Roman 
city of Aeso and the remains of the Cre- 
taceous dinosaurs, the last to exist on 
Earth. 
The idea of prornoting tourisrn in the 
Delid Basin has in fact begun to take 
shape as a result of the socioeconornic 
situation of the town in recent times, with 
the various archaeological and palaeon- 
tological excavations taking place, and 
above al1 following the drafting of the 
lsona and Delld Basin Municipal Devel- 
oprnent Plan. This plan, as well as de- 
scribing its patrimonial wealth, draws up 
a proiect for the future of the Delid Basin 
which involves the encouragement of stra- 
tegies to prornote cultural and ecological 
tourism on the basis of infrastructures and 
services that guarantee a sustainable de- 
velopment respectful of the environrnent. 
This was the beginning of the Cretaceous 
Park. 
Around this initiative, various srnaller pro- 
jects for services to visitors are beginning 
to emerge, which will enrich and diver- 
sify the offer and relaunch an economic 
life that is  at present very limited and en- 
dogarnic. The Cretaceous Park project i s  
therefore seting out with the intention of 
being a multiplier of effects rather than 
something closed and final. 
The launching of the Cretaceous Park has 
therefore been a significant landmark in 
the development of the Pallars Jussa in 
general and of the Delld Basin in partic- 
ular. This i s  the point of departure for an 
ambitious strategy directed both at recov- 
ering the local patrimony and involving 
the local population in a project for social, 
econornic and cultural prornotion. 
